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Is Truth Impotent ?

J. Krishnamurti :

The gentleman asks why is it that though I have talked for forty years more or less of
the same thing in different words and expressing it differently, there has not been one
human being who is different? Why? Will you answer it, sir? Either what is being
said is false and therefore has no position in the world; it is false and has no validity,
and therefore you do not pay attention; your own reason, your own intelligence, your
own affection, your own good sense says, ‘What rubbish you are talking!” Or you
hear what is being said, but it means nothing to you, because the other is much more
important.

Questioner :

Why should truth be so impotent?

J. Krishnamurti :

Because truth has no action. Truth is weak. Truth is not utilitarian, truth cannot be
organised. It is like the wind, you cannot catch it, you cannot take hold of it in your
fist and say, ‘I have caught it.” Therefore it is tremendously vulnerable, impotent
like the blade of grass on the roadside — you can Kill it, you can destroy it. But what
we want is as a thing to be used for a better structure of society. And | am afraid you
cannot use it, you cannot — it is like love, love is never potent. It is there for you,
take it or leave it.

So, sirs, the problem is not that we have spoken for forty years. But the problem is :
How is human being, who has listened for forty years with a dry heart, without a tear
in his eyes, who sees all this and does not do a thing, whose heart is broken up,
whose heart is empty, whose mind is full of words and theories, and full of himself
— how is he to make his heart love again? That is the real question.
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